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Why test?
Provide more info to parents and students that will enable them
to gauge their level of college readiness.
Students and parents can begin assessing their progression
toward college readiness as early as middle school because tests
are vertically aligned.
Helpful insight into what skills students are meeting expectations
or whether they need additional support.
Both ACT and SAT suite of assessments are now heavily
curriculum based and should reflect what students are learning in
the classroom.
Critical piece in the college admissions decision.

College Readiness
• College Readiness is defined as the acquisition of the skills
necessary to enter a college-level, credit-bearing course,
without remediation, and earn a “C” or better.
• This includes the ability to think critically, reasoning skills,
problem-solve, analyze & interpret data, edit and revise texts,
& use and understand words in context.

• Each test has its own benchmarks that will help you measure
your student’s individual progression towards college
readiness. Vertical alignment of scores will also project future
scores.
• Percentiles will help you measure your student’s performance
compared to other students in the same grade level across the
nation.

SAT
curriculum-based test
Reading: 1, 65-min section; Math: 1, 25min section (no calculator) & 1, 55-min
section (w/ calculator); Writing &
Language: 1, 35-min section; Essay: 1, 50min section (optional)
reading, relevant words in context, math,
grammar & usage, analytical writing
(optional)analysis in science & social
studies are embedded in each section.
questions are evidence and context-based
in an effort to focus on real-world
situations and multi-step problemsolving
Math and Evidence-Based Reading &
Writing are each scored on a scale of 200800. Composite SAT score is the sum of
the two section scores and ranged from
400-1600.
No

vs.
Type of Test
Test Format

ACT
curriculum-based test
English: 1, 45-min section; Math: 1, 60-min
section; Reading: 1, 35-min section; Science: 1,
35-min section; Writing: 1, 40-min essay
(optional)

Content Covered

grammar & usage, math, reading, science
reasoning, and writing (optional)

Test Style

straightforward, questions may be long but
are usually less difficult to decipher

Scoring

English, Math, Reading, and Science scores
will each range between 1-36. Composite
ACT score is the average of your scores on
the four sections; ranges between 1-36

Penalty for Wrong
No
Answers?
Khan Academy detailed and full-length
Test Prep
Limited free online
Yes
Fee Waiver Available?
Yes
arithmetic, problem-solving & data
Math Levels
arithmetic, algebra I and II, functions,
analysis, heart of algebra, geometry, and
geometry, trigonometry; no formulas are
trigonometry; formulas provided.
provided
with private schools and schools on the
Tends to be more
with public schools and schools in the
east and west coasts; however, every fourpopular?
Midwest and south; however, every four-year

PSAT
• Taken by Sophomore/ Junior students and provides firsthand
practice for the SAT, is the qualifying test for National Merit
Scholarships (Grade 11), and provides access to SAT Suite of
Assessments Score Report, MyRoad, AP Potential and Khan
Academy individualized test prep.
• The assessment tests Evidence-Based Reading & Writing and
Math problem solving. Each test is scored on a scale of 160-760,
with a possible combined total score between 320-1520.
• Cross Test scores in Science and History/Social Studies will be
assessed within both sections and scored on a scale from 8-38.
• Sub-scores in Reading, Writing and Language, and Math range
from 1-15 and provide more detail about student achievement
in relation to college readiness benchmarks.

THE NEW SAT
• Typically, first taken in the spring of the junior year
• Curriculum based so it’s more reflective of the kind
of rigorous high school course work that will
provide a firm foundation for college level study.
Focus on critical thinking and reasoning skills.
• Two sections: Math & Evidence Based
Reading/Writing. Scored on a scale from 200-800.
Essay is optional, no longer subjective (more
analysis). Total possible score of 1600.
• Slightly fewer questions , but with more focus on
the skills needed for college and career readiness.

• No penalty for guessing.

SAT Suite of Assessments Scoring

ACT
• Curriculum based educational and career planning tool
that assesses college readiness skills. It’s based on what
you’ve learned in class.
• Measures English, Math, Reading, Science on a 1-36
scale. Writing is optional and scored separately.
• New in 2015! College readiness scores and indicators
designed to show performance and preparedness for
college level study. This includes: STEM, ELA, Progress
toward Career Readiness, and Text Complexity
indicator.
• Additional Writing sub-scores are included to identify
strengths and deficiencies in writing.

SAT Subject Tests
• Hour long content-based tests required and/or recommended
by many highly selective colleges
• Students may choose from 20 different tests in the subject areas
of English, History, Math, Science, and foreign language
OR the college will indicate which tests they would like
students to take
• Typically offered on national SAT testing dates (there are
exceptions), and students may take up to 3 in one sitting
• Like the SAT’s, they are scored from 200-800

• SAT Subject Tests are used for admission and placement

Advanced Placement
• AP courses help students acquire skills and habits they’ll need
to be successful in college.
• Credit or advanced placement is given to students based on
their score on an AP exam dependent upon the college or
university.
• AP exams are scored on scale of 1-5.
• Individual colleges grant course credit and placement, but in
general, a student must receive at least a 3 on the AP exam to
receive credit. The higher the score on the AP exam, the more
credit awarded.
• AP exams are typically not used for admission purposes.

The best preparation for both tests is to read widely,
write frequently, and take challenging academic
courses!

Resources
www.actstudent.org
www.studentscores.collegeboard.org
www.nationalmerit.org
Nikki Bunton-Test Coordinator/College Counselor
buntonn@wyomingcityschools.org
Cyncie Meis- Director of College Counseling
meisc@wyomingcityschools.org
Nikeisha Brooks- 11th & 12th grade School Counselor
brooksn@wyomingcityschools.org

